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The International Relations Division of the Faculty of Medicine issues VIS to send out the live messages from International Students

of Graduate School of Medicine, Graduate School of Biomedical Science and School of Medicine, and to promote the exchange of

intercultural information. We hope VIS helps to cultivate intercultural communications and boost international exchanges.
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WELCOME EXCHANGE STUDENTS

From University of Eastern Finland, Finland

Liisa-Maria
Simontaival

| RAHE  HRARERE.
L NRRIEHE, EAEFHE.
D ERREFRE
Department of Neurology,
Department of Pediatrics,
Department of Forensic
Medicine, Department of
Radiology

verall the experience was very nice and unforgettable. | had the
O possibility to examine little babies in the Department of Neona-
tology and see autopsies in the Department of Forensic Medicine. |
met patients with diseases that | had only read about in the neurology
ward and got more knowledge about Neuroradiology in the Depart-
ment of Radiology. It was nice to spend time with doctors and other
medical students and taste different kinds of Japanese food. | don” t
speak or understand Japanese but doctors and medical students trans-
lated cases for me. We also got some private lectures in English. Doc-

tors and students were very nice and friendly. (Liisa-Maria)

Joel Hermannii
- Laitala

ZANE  BREFHE.
NERERE, EEFHE.
MAHREFHE
Department of Acute and
Critical Care Medicine,
Department of Pediatrics,
Department of Forensic
Medicine, Department of
Radiology

Studies were interesting and different than in my home country. Of
course, language was different but also diseases were different.
Patients talked Japanese which was a little bit difficult. Many doctors
spoke English well which was really good thing. It was easy to ask ques-
tions and talk. They also introduced me to Japanese culture at same
time. | participated to BBQ party for example and there were doctors
and students. (Joel)
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WELCOME EXCHANGE STUDENTS

From Chung-Ang University, Korea

o
Minki Hong
FABE | HESHE,
RERSHE, BbRBSIEUE

Po-Jen Huang (eft)

SAME  HEEANAFEHEL.
RN E

Department of Gastroenterological Surgery |,
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery

l had a very impressive and delightful clinical
exchange experience in the hospital of
Hokkaido University. In the department of Surgery
I, I met a group of very professional doctors and
saw many diseases and surgeries such as
Echinococcosis which | had never seen in Taiwan
before. In the Department of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, | did feel the hospitality of Japanese.
Not only the doctors but also the students took

good care of me. Doctors always answered my

S ince | want to be a doctor in Japan in
the future, this clinical elective
became a valuable experience for me.
During the total 4 weeks of clinical elective, |
stayed at Department of Psychiatry,
Dermatology and Renal and Genitourinary
Surgery. The most impressive thing was that
discussions with students and hospital staff

were very active. | was very impressed by

Department of Psychiatry,
Department of Dermatology,
Department of Renal and Genitourinary Surgery

Ya-Yun Huang (right)

ZAHE  HEENBEHRET.
i AR FHE

Department of Gastroenterological Surgery |,
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology

questions thoroughly and gave me chances to scrub
in surgeries that made me feel a part of their team.
Doctors there also spent a lot of time chatting and
sharing experience with me about the differences
between the systems of medicine in Japan and
Taiwan. | am thankful for everyone | met and
everything | experienced during this period in the

hospital of Hokkaido University. (Ya-Yun)

the fact that if the students do not know,
they don’ t hesitate to ask the professors
and the professors are willing to answer to
the question. Furthermore, Even if | am
international student from Korea, Hospital
staff and medical students kindly explained
to me. | would like to thank all staffs in
Hokkaido University Hospital to take good

care of me. (Minki)

Du-I Chiou
ZAHE | BbRBHZHE.

B LIRNRR - sSESERARIZHE
Department of Renal and Genitouri-
nary Surgery, Department of Otola-
ryngology-Head and neck Surgery

l learned a lot about the professional
knowledge, saw a lot of special and major
surgeries, and also got a chance to try the train-
ing machine of laparoscopy and Da Vinci.
During the work or surgery, doctors always
sticked to the rules. They never cut corner and
do all the steps slowly, accurately and correctly.
Anytime, they always can find out whether you
have some questions, or whether you have
some needs. And always, they are very kind to

me and to each other. (Du-I)
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WELCOME EXCHANGE STUDENTS

From China Medical University, Taiwan

I .
* 4 Hsinyu Chou
i BAME : BEE -
EOEYLIEEVER
TR oM R

Department of Cardiovascular
and Thoracic Surgery,
Department of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery

l n the Department of Thoracic surgery, they let me scrub in and

observe the operations more closely, brought me to the Depart-
ment of Pathology to show me the pathological sections, and also
brought me to other hospitals to show me more operations. In the
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, | joined not only
operations but also out-patient clinics. | appreciate that | had a chance
to give a self-introduction about my country and hospital in a morning
meeting, as well as a short review of ear plasty. They presented their
own interested topics in Plastic and Reconstructive surgery. It was
impressive! Other than that, | had lecture about suture and tried vascu-
lar anastomosis with special model. For me, the one month in Hokkai-
do University Hospital is wonderful. | was not only learning in medical
field but also curious to compare the similarity and difference between
Taiwan and Japan. (Hsin yu)
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Jong Tae Ko (left)

ZAHE | BubRBAFEHE.
HIEBAREHE

Department of Renal and
Genitourinary Surgery, Department
of Gastroenterology and Hepatology

l decided to go to Japan for medical practice because | wanted to
learn about the situation of Japanese hospitals and their medical
culture. Among the universities in Japan, Hokkaido University has a
tradition of 100 years, and | have gone to Hokkaido University to study

Chu Ting Li (right)
ZAHE | HEBEABFEHE I
TBIRZR - WRERAFIFHE
Department of Gastroenterolo-
gical Surgery Il, Department of
Cardiovascular and Thoracic
Surgery

T he time in Hokkaido University Hospital was so great and worth-
while. | was impressed by the care for patients from doctors, and
the friendly communications among good patient-doctor relationship
and good teamwork. During the two weeks in the Department of Gas-
troenterological Surgery Il, which was my first elective, many doctors
translated the contents of morning meetings into English for me, so |
could know the patients’ conditions and the doctors’ consideration. In
ward rounds, doctors set good examples of explaining each medical
treatment, caring patients genuinely, and showing respect for patients.
In the suture lectures, | practiced laparoscopic suture on the model,
which was an unforgettable experience.

My second Department was Cardiovascular Surgery. There were opera-
tions every day, and many different kinds of surgeries were performed.
I would like to express my deepest gratitude toward Hokkaido Univer-
sity and Hokkaido University Hospital for giving me all the help and
offering me the chance to stay in this friendly learning environment.
(Chu Ting)

.......................................................................................

Jeong Cha Ho (middle)
ZAHE : BIREE - RN FE
HE. FRBEATEHE
Department of Cardiovascular and
Thoracic Surgery, Department of
Respiratory Medicine

elective medicine to learn their pride and tradition. Thank you very
much for everyone in Hokkaido University Hospital kindness in all of
me, and for trying to explain to me in English. Hokkaido University
Hospital was enthusiastic about student education. (Jong Tae)
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From Nanyang Technological University, Singapore

Paul Vijo Poulose
(back row, left)

ZARE | HEHREINRIERE.
RN FZHE

Department of Neurosurgery,
Department Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery

Damon Jie Hui Tan
(back row, middle left)
ZANE HIERABEHRET.
TEIRES - MRS RIEHE
Department of Gastroenterolo-
gical Surgery |, Department of
Cardiovascular and Thoracic
Surgery

7 he hospital departments that | was in made me feel accommo-

l dated and occupied. Many patients had complex or uncommon
conditions that would not often be encountered in Singapore. Initial-
ly, | was worried that | would be missing out during ward rounds and
other clinical activities because | do not speak Japanese. However, the
doctors would very patiently discuss each patient’s case with me in
English and address any questions | had. Much of what | learnt is
thanks to their enthusiasm and passion for teaching. | was also left in
awe by the hospital’s ‘hardware’, such as the advanced endoscopic
techniques used. However, it is not only the ‘heartware’ that im-
pressed me the most — | will never forget how everyone, be it senior
consultants, junior residents, nurses or patients, treated each other
with utmost respect. (Russel)

From the first day onwards, the staff at Hokkaido University and
the hospital were extremely warm and welcoming to me. In my
time at the Department of Neurosurgery, | got the opportunity to
witness a variety of advanced technology in the operating theatre. |
was very impressed and amazed by this. | also got to see complex
medical cases and surgeries in my 2 weeks there. In my time at the
Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, | saw a wide variety
of cases as well. The staff were extremely kind to me, and encouraged
me to participate as much as possible. This made me feel more
involved and made my experience more meaningful. (Paul)

Russell John Chuah
(back row, middle right)

ZARE | HIEBRARFERE,
%% - KBRBEHE
Department of Gastroenterology
and Hepatology, Department of
Rheumatology, Endocrinology
and Nephrology

Isabelle Rui Wen

, Yoong (back row, right)
ZAHE : &% - KHARERE.
KEREHE

Department of Rheumatology,
Endocrinology and Nephrology,
Department of Dermatology

’-The doctors and healthcare professionals | met in Hokkaido
l University Hospital were very welcoming and approachable.
They took time to give me bedside tutorials, lectures and brought me
around to observe medical and surgical procedures. Four weeks into
my posting, a magnitude 6.6 earthquake struck Hokkaido at 3 am on 6
September, a Thursday morning, and the main power plant was shut
down. It was my first experience with a natural disaster, and it was
terrifying, not only because of the initial severe shakes, but also the
worry of when electricity and water supply would return. Nonetheless,
| was awed by the how everyone responded. The Japanese queued up
in an orderly manner to purchase food, water and other daily necessi-
ties, taking only what they required, in view of limited supplies. In the
absence of functional traffic lights, pedestrians and cars waited
patiently and took turns to cross. People also voluntarily opened their
homes to share shower facilities, meals, and many took to the streets
to clear up debris caused by the earthquake. The next day, when the
electricity was restored in a few malls, many stores set up extension
cords and charging ports for everyone to use freely. This experience
not only boosted my medical knowledge, | also learnt about the
kindness and resilience of the Japanese, and | went home better
appreciating the fragility of life.

(Isabelle) o
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